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them differently.
Robert Bemays, who among his other achieve-
ments is responsible for that very readable book
Naked Fakir, once told me that had Gandhi come to
England as a sort of figure-head, leading a strong
Congress deputation of experts on every phase of
the Indian problem, lie would have made a far
greater impression than he did at the Round Table
Conference. He had undertaken too much and
consequently was tripped up on points of fact by
those like Sapru and Jayakar who knew their brief
and could quote chapter and verse. There was a
great deal in Bernays' criticism, but to the mass of
advanced Indian opinion it would be unthinkable
to have had the Congress represented at that
Conference by any other delegate than the one and
only Mahatma Gandhi. I feel quite sure that if the
Congress was again to be represented, their dele-
gation would still number only one, and their
nominee would still be the same.
" But why ? " you may ask. Yes, why ? Why
does the sun shine ? Why does the rnoon ? Why
a thousand things ? Why Gandhi ? One never
knows.
The first time Gandhi fasted, some of us were
sceptical about this new method of approach to
politics. It was a sort of " shan't-play " attitude
which had never paid in his world of tottering
ideals. Nor was it quite public school ! But the